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the above ur anic assertions 


On the authority of Abt Hurayrah, it is related 
that the Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 
“Allah has 99 names. Whoever remembers 
these, will enter Paradise.” Companions report 
that they had memorized and counted these 
names well. 

(Bukhan, Kitab Al-Tawhid, 2, 1,099) 


Another report recounted by Abt Hurayrah 
is as follows: “Allah has 99 names. He who 
remembers these will certainly enter Paradise.” 

(Bukhari, Kitab Al-Da‘awat, 2,949) 


Aba Hurayrah quotes the Prophet (peace be 
upon him) saying: “Allah 99 names. He who 
memiorizes these is destined to enter Paradise”’. 

(Muslim, Kitab Al-Dhikr wa Al-Du‘a’, 2, 342) 


According to Tirmidhi, Aba Hurayrah reports 
that the Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 
‘Allah has 99 names. He who learns these by 
heart will enter Paradise”. Tirmidhi adds that 
this Hadith does not specify those 99 names of 
Allah and that it is a hasan sahih Hadith, 
(Tirmidhi, Abwab Al-Da‘awat, 2, 188-9) 
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In his gloss over Jami‘ Al-Tirmidhi, Qadi Abi 
Bakr ibn ‘Arabi maintains that there are 1,000 
names of Allah and the Prophet Muhammad 
(peace be upon him) each. : 

(Magrizi, Imta‘ Al-Asma‘, 2, 138) 


These divine names provide a graphic account of 
Allah’s attributes. While going through these, we 
realize how perfect and unique He 1s. His excellent 
names evoke our love, fear and admiration for Him. 
We should gain a clear understanding of His names, 
memorize these and act in accordance with the 
message imparted by these. As noted in Ahadith, this 
will insha’ Allah facilitate our entry into Paradise. If 
we assimilate their message, we will enjoy a peaceful, 
happy life in this world both as individuals and as a 
community. 

The Qur’an brands these as “excellent” names in 
view of these considerations: (i) Since Allah is Perfect, 
Unique and the Most Exalted, His names underscore 
the same. It is common knowledge that a being is 
known and characterized by the name. (ii) As we 
memorize and grasp the meaning of these names, 
we are in a better position to bring to our mind His 
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In his gloss over Jami‘ Al-Tirmidhi, Qadi Abi 
Bakr ibn ‘Arabi maintains that there are 1,000 
names of Allah and the Prophet Muhammad 
(peace be upon him) each. 
(Magqrizi, Imta° Al-Asma‘, 2, 138) 


These divine names provide a graphic account of 
Allah’s attributes. While going through these, we 
realize how perfect and unique He is. His excellent 
names evoke our love, fear and admiration for Him. 
We should gain a clear understanding of His names, 
memorize these and act in accordance with the 
message imparted by these. As noted in Ahadith, this 
will insha’ Allah facilitate our entry into Paradise. If 
we assimilate their message, we will enjoy a peaceful, 
happy life in this world both as individuals and as a 
community. 

The Qur’an brands these as “excellent” names in 
view of these considerations: (i) Since Allah is Perfect, 
Unique and the Most Exalted, His names underscore 
the same. It is common knowledge that a being is 
known and characterized by the name. (ii) As we 
memorize and grasp the meaning of these names, 
we are in a better position to bring to our mind His 
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whole being testifies to His numerous and perfect ~ 


attributes. (iii) There is no one equal unto Allah in His — 


glorious and excellent attributes. Since He has spelled 
out His names, our invocation to Him by these names 
may prompt His mercy and pleasure. 

We are told in Hadith reports that Allah’s love for 
His creatures exceeds far more than mother’s love 
for her child. As we address Him by His authentic 
names, we are more likely to get some response to our 
petitions to Him. 


Invoking Allah with reference to these names and 


memorizing these amounts to this Qur’anic mode of ~ 


worship of glorifying and mentioning Allah: 


Believers Remember Allah much and glorify Him 
morning and evening. 


(al-Ahzab 33: 41-42) 


It goes without saying that this exercise of mention- 


ing Allah’s name inspirits us. The Qur’an affirms the 
same: 
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greatness and glory when we invoke Him, especially 
for seeking His help and favours. In that state our \ 


Believers are those who believe (in Allah and the 
message of the Prophet) and whose hearts find rest in 
the remembrance of Allah. Surely in Allah’s remem- 
brance do hearts find rest. 


(al-Ra‘d 13: 28) 


Moreover, the use of His names in our supplications 
enables us to focus on His perfect being and excellent 
attributes. This, in turn, renders our prayers more 
fervent and earnest. Studying and memorizing the 
excellent names of Allah is, thus, an act of devotional 
worship for which Allah has promised to reward us. 
Moreover, this study of Allah’s names and attributes 
provides us with an opportunity to gain or renew our 
acquaintance with the Islamic worldview as a whole. 

Reading about his names presents before us a 


vivid, comprehensive picture of the articles of Islamic 
faith. More importantly, this study helps us draw upon 
Allah’s boundless mercy and affection. It inculcates 
into us love, respect and regard for Allah. On reading 
these names and attributes we are drawn closer to our 
Lord and Creator, Allah and appreciate better the 
meaning and message of the Prophet’s noble mission. 


In view these considerations, the Qur'an makes = 
a 
some pointed references to Allah’s names. The Com-_ 
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panions regarded it as their great privilege to record, 
elucidate and transmit the Ahdadith on the excellent 
names of Allah and attributes. 7 
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ALLAH/GOD 
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THIs name is unique to God in the Islamic parlance. 
The Quranic Sirah al-Ikhlas provides this helpful 
account of Him: “He is Allah, the Eternal, Ever-Living. 
He neither begot any nor was He begotten. And none is 
comparable to Him.” (al-Ikhlas 112: 1-4) He is the Creator 
and Sustainer of the entire universe. 
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Ir is one of the recurrent names of Allah in the Qur'an. 
For mercy is a dominant attribute of Allah. We posse 5 
all that we have owing to His mercy. While keeping in” 
mind this excellent name of Allah we should be kind 
and helpful to fellow human beings. Likewise, we 
should make it a point to follow the way prescribed by 
Him, Who is Most Merciful. It is in our own interest” 
to do only that to which the Most Merciful On = 
has guided us. The following Prophetic supplication: 


THE MOST MERCIFUL 


brings out the centrality of this divine name: 
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O Lord! Reliever of worry, Remover of anxiety, 
Responder to the call of those under duress, the 
Merciful and the Mercy-Giver in this world and in 
the Hereafter. It is You Who will have mercy on 
me in a way that frees me from seeking mercy from 
anyone besides You. 


(al-Hakim) 
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al-Fatihah 1:1 
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Like Al-Rahmdan, this divine name Al-Rahim often 3 
appears in the Qur’an. Allah’s compassion towards us — 
consists in: "q 

His overlooking our sins and accepting our re— 
pentance; 3 

His blessing us with numerous bounties; 4 
* His affection for us in both this world and the next; 
His granting rewards to us in Paradise; i 
His favours to us, without asking for anything in” 

return which may benefit Him. 
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THE TRUE KING 


ALLAH alone is the true King and we, being His 
subjects, are obliged to abide by His commands. This 
alone may prove our loyalty to Him. There have been 
kings in the world. But it is common knowledge that 
even great kings rule for a brief period of time and 
over a small part of the world. Allah’s Kingship is total 
and encompasses all that is in the universe. 
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Tue divine name brings out Allah’s perfection as— 
He is free from any blemish. Being the servants of 


the Holiest One, we should try our best to cleanse 


ourselves by doing good, and keeping away from sin 


and evil. This may help us attain righteousness to a 
degree. The Prophet Muhammad’s fondness for this 
divine name is reflected in this prayer formula whi 


he used to recite after witr (odd numbered) el 
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Glory be to the King, the Holy! Glory be to the King; 
the Holy! Glory be to the King, the Holy! Blessed bé 


the Holy One, the Lord of angels and the spirit. 


(Muslim, Kitab al-Salah 


THE ALL PEACE 


Allah is the source of all peace and security. Moreover, 
He loves peace and order. This is evident from the 
Islamic norm of salutation: “Assalamu ‘Alaykum” (peace 
be on you). The Prophet Muhammad's devotion to 


this divine name figures in this supplication which he 
used to recite at the conclusion of every Prayer: 


HYSMWy SENS SGU EN leg Zot SHA 
(VV pe cele OL cosh pf) : 


O Lord! You are All Peace and all peace is only from 
You. Blessed be You, full of majesty and splendour. 
(Abt Dawid, Bab al-Du‘@’) 
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THE ONE WHO GIVES SECURITY 
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By bestowing faith upon us and by showing the w ay 
leading to Him, Allah provides our souls with secur y 
and inner peace. This saves us from stumbling imi o 
the darkness of superstition, disbelief and unbelief. 
As thanksgiving for this immense favour we shou d 
strengthen our faith which will accrue to us peace 
and security. Moreover, we should lead life in a way 
which is characterized by peace and tranquility. T ng 
remembrance of His excellent name is in our OWE 


interest, in that it keeps our inner being and our social 


. . . . ® 
fabric intact and safe against disorder and chaos. 
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THE OVERSEER 
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Ir goes without saying that we exist and survive 
because of Allah’s care and protection. Again, it is 
He Who has granted us safety and security. Being the 
perfect Overseer, He will recompense everyone in 
the Afterlife with complete justice. 
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THE MOST MIGHTY 


Nor only is Allah Most Mighty, He also exercises 
His unchallenged power with utmost kindness, justice § 
and forgiveness. Those of us whom Allah has blessed 
with some authonty should strive to imbue the above . 
traits. Moreover, since Allah alone enjoys all power 
and might, we must turn only to Him for all help. 
Only He can rescue man and meet all of his needs, 


in that He enjoys absolute power and can execute all” 


that He wills. 5 
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THE OVERPOWERING 
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ALLAH, the Overpowering One, salvages us in our 
crisis and comforts and consoles us in our loss and 
sorrow. Moreover, it is He Who enables us to see and 
follow the straight way which will accrue success to us 
in this world and the next. In recognition of the truth 
embodied in this divine name, the Prophet (peace be 
upon him) recited this supplication: 
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Glory be to Allah Who owns all kingdom, dominion, 
glory, greatness and splendour. 


(Al-Tabarani, al-Mu ‘jam) 
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ALL GREAT 
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ALLAH is All Great, for He excels over all and 
transcends everything. In view of His greatness, which 
is manifest around us, we must surrender ourselve: 2 
wholly to Him and lead our lives marked by modesty ‘ 
and humility. We should realize our total subservience 


to Him and treat all of His creatures with love and™ 
affection. E 
i 
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THE CREATOR 


Tuis self evident truth should be clearly imbibed by 
us; that Allah has created all that exists, including the 
heavens and the earth and what is between these. 
Moreover, He is the Creator without equal. For each 
creature of His is unique and delightful. His countless 


creative wonders are reflective of His creativity and 
greatness. 
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and of creating whatever He wills in a fashion of 


His choice. Of course, no one shares with Him thi 
amazing creative faculty. a. 

The Prophet Moses (peace be upon him) advised 
his community members: “Tum in repentance to your 
Creator.” (al-Baqarah 2: 54) We should always remain 
conscious of our servitude to our Creator Who 


brought us into being out of nothing and to Whom 
we owe everything. 4a 
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THE FASHIONER OF CREATION 


ALLAH brings everything and everyone into being out 
of nothing. He provides living souls to lifeless bodies. 
More remarkably, there is inexhaustible variety in 
His creation. Take any natural object of the physical 
world as an illustration. Its various and unique fea- 
tures are bewildering. The same holds true for the 
plant and animal species which represent astounding 


variety and colour. Being the perfect Fashioner, Allah 
accomplishes all this. 
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From Stirah Ee al-Hashir 59: 24 
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Out of His tremendous mercy Allah keeps overlook 
ing and forgiving our sins. As our deliverance in the 
Afterlife is contingent upon His forgiveness, we must 
keep seeking His forgiveness. We should follow, in 
this respect, the Prophet’s example, who invoked 
Allah’s forgiveness thus: 


have created. I acknowledge Your blessings showered 
on me and I admit my sins. So, forgive me. For none 


forgives sins except You. 


(Bukhari, Kitab al-Da‘awat) 
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O Allah! You are my Lord. There is no god besides 
You. I am Your slave and You have created me. I will 


hold true to Your promise and pledge as much as 1s 


in my power. I seek refuge in You from the evil You 
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ALLan’s total control over us and over all that 1s 
around us should make us all the more submissive a nd 
obedient to, and fearful of, Him. His mastery over he 


heavens and the earth and what is between these is an 


THE IRRESISTIBLE 


undeniable reality. 
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THE MUNIFICENT GIVER 


ALLAH gives us His bounties consistently, and without 
asking for anything in return. The Qur'an cites some 
of His munificent bounties, as for example the two 
sons, the Prophets Ishmael and Isaac (peace be upon 
them) to the Prophet Abraham (peace be upon him) 
in his old age. As Al-Wahhab He showered His choic- 
est blessings upon His Messengers. This represents His 
boundless mercy. On reflection, it dawns upon us that 


we do not actually possess anything; everything with 
us is the favour of the Munificent Giver. 
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ALLan’s total control over us and over all that i§ 
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obedient to, and fearful of, Him. His mastery over the 
heavens and the earth and what is between these is an 
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THE MUNIFICENT GIVER 


ALLAH gives us His bounties consistently, and without 
asking for anything in return. The Qur’an cites some 
of His munificent bounties, as for example the two 
sons, the Prophets Ishmael and Isaac (peace be upon 
them) to the Prophet Abraham (peace be upon him) 
in his old age. As Al-Wahhab He showered His choic- 
est blessings upon His Messengers. This represents His 
boundless mercy. On reflection, it dawns upon us that 
we do not actually possess anything; everything with 
us is the favour of the Munificent Giver. 
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THE BESTOWER OF ALL PROVISIONS THE GREAT JUDGE 


the Bestower of all provisions on an unfath= As Allah is All Powerful and All Knowing, He alone 
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Paradise. Amin! 


(Al-Hakim) 
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1me underscores Allah’s perfect and all- 
dge. More remarkably, He also 


g our secret thoughts and 


d by our eyes. As to the 
lis ki lige, the Qur’an informs: ~ He 
earth and what goes forth 


\ Him, not even the smallest 


’ (Saba’ 34: 2-3) 
in varying degrees, to His 
ing better and beneficial knowledge, 


Hin ‘cause He is the source and 


THE ONE WHO RESTRICTS 


HE Qur’an informs that, out of His wisdom, Allah 
grants provisions to His creatures in a certain measure. 
Likewise, He has kept secure the functioning of the 
universe by subjecting all of us to His discipline and 
order. We do not have any role whatsoever in altering 
His will 

[he strict divine dispensation should make us all 
the more cognizant of His power and our dependence 
upon Him. We should try to win His pleasure, in that 


He controls our destiny as He wills. 


al-Baqarah 2: 245 
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including sustenance for us. We i upside down on the Last Day. We keep observing 
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vours on us. He lavishes His . should, in particular, keep away from pride. For Allah 
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WHO ELEVATES 


\ll Powerful, Allah elevates who- 


irtening for us to learn from the 
anks those of you who 
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THE ONE WHO EXALTS 


HERE is an awe-inspiring Quranic proclamation: 


‘(O Prophet), say: “O Allah, Lord of all dominion! You 


exalt whom You please, and abase whom You please. In 


Your hand is all good. Surely You are All Powerful.” (Al 
Imran 3: 26) This phenomenon is all before us, apart 
from its ample documentation in history. The true 


honour and exaltation, nonetheless, consist in faith, 


is the Qur’an announces: “In truth, all honour belongs 


Allah and to His Messenger, and to the believers.” (al- 
Munafiqun 63: 8) 
For reiterating this truth the Prophet (peace be 


upon him) taught the following supplication to his 
grandson, Hasan: 
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You have taken under Your custo- 
Bo ee 

iliated. Nor will he against whom 
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Aba Dawid, Kitab al-Salat) 
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rHE ONE WHO DEGRADES 


taH has His own way of exalting and degrading 


in. Those exalted by Him are brought low in no 


by Him. We do not have any control or pre- 
itive on this count We should constantly pray 


Allah for exalting us and for protecting Us from 


rading us in both this world and the next. Faith 


1 devotion to Him are the sure means for attaining 


nour and for escaping dishonour. 
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Again, itis He Who has blessed us with the faculty 


THE ONE WHO SE 


sees all, including His servants and their ac- 


and all that exists in the universe. Interestingly, 


erception can encompass Him, though He 
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passes all visual perception.” (al-An am 6: 103) 
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ireful about our actions. For these cannot escape 


al-Bagarah 2:96 


From Stirah 


a 
es 


Ci 


isis 


« 


\ 


Zaye Aes]. 


EFAS 


rs 


THE ONE WHO DECREES . THE KNOWER 


* 


7). 
RVe'lea 


.gainst the ignoble end of the ALLAH knows all that exists in the heavens and on 


fe thev will roast in these th. Moreover, He knows both what is evident and 


.$ 


pian 


are in it [the Hellfire]. Allah what is hidden. His knowledge of the unseen, which 


av 
~~ 


4 
=, 


» His servants.” (al-Mu’min lies totally outside our sense percepuon, is special to 


> 


oy 


~ 


$9 


decree is final and irrevocable, we Him 
His commands in order to please Him. This divine attribute should make us all the more 


trefal about our answerability to Him. 


i]—Hashr 


ees 


“_ 


ae 
Sho 


z 


S 
a 


Ee 


' 

in a 
ews 
hat 


TLR 
es 


© 


yt 
fs 


T 


THE ONE WHO DECREES 


Yur’an « 1} ; 
iE Qur'an warns us against the ignoble end of the 


rovan wey ta 4 
gant. In the Afterlife they will roast in the Hell- 


are ifl tf [the Hellfire] Allah 
t among His servants.” (al-Mu’min 
8) Since His . 
{ ince His decree is final and irrevocable, we 


ho ] e } 
10uld obey His commands in order to please Him. 


THE KNOWER 


ALLAH knows all that exists 1n the heavens and on 
earth. Moreover, He knows both what is evident and 
what is hidden. His knowledge of the unseen, which 
lies totally outside our sense percepnon, Is special to 
Him 

This divine attribute should make us all the more 


careful about our answ erability to Him. 
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is final and irrevocable, we 


ommiands in order to please Him. 


THE KNOWER 


ALLAH knows all that exists 1n the heavens and on 
earth. Moreover, He knows both what is evident and 
what is hidden. His knowledge of the unseen, which 
lies totally outside our sense perception, is special to 
Him 

This divine attribute should make us all the more 


careful about our answerability to Him. 
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THE ALL SUBTLI THE WELL AWARE 


‘ttribute we all benefit from BEING All Knowing, Allah is well aware of all that ex- 
yours. Needless to add, He has tsin the heavens and on earth. He knows everything - 
ty of material objects which past, present and future. This should draw us closer 
y, proportion and usefulness. +o Him. by way of remembering I fim constantly, and 
tribute we are blessed with lping fellow creatures. 
gical and spiritual faculties, 


‘rmment and inclination 


it to Him that we should act 
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yone and help the needy in pat 
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ALL FORBEARING ALL GLORIOUS 


not punish us instantly for our misdeeds. ALLAH is truly glorious. Take as illustrative His throne 
His numerous provisions to even ind power, His revelation of the Scriptures, particu- 
Him and rebel against Him. This 


rly the Qur’an, His chain of Messengers through- 


nce. Likewise, His wrath does 


ut history for man’s guidance, His creation of this 
or vice versa, in that He 1s 
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igantic universe, and His reward and punishment. 
keeps granting a long respite 


> 


Phe Qur’an exhorts us to “glorify the name of the Great 
may recognize the truth and l 


1l-A ‘la 87: 1) Accordingly, we recite the same 


al-Baqarah 


rmula in ruk@ (bowing down) of each rak ‘ah of 
divine attribute is a lesson rayer 
ind peaceful coexistence. 


As a tribute to Allah’s boundless glory we should 
iny offence and hurt caused nd before Him in Prayer with utmost humility and 
nt to take offenders to task. otion 
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THE ALL FORGIVING 


name appears scores of times in the 


, pointing to Allah's kindness, love and mercy 


He keeps showering upon His servants. We 
ve conviction that He may forgive, 

_ our sins. However, we should be 

voiding sins. This divine name 

us steady on the straight path, believing 


forgive our past misdeeds. 


THE MOST APPRECIATIVE 


NOTWITHSTANDING His not requiring Our worship 
ind praise for and obedience to Him, Allah generously 
\ppreciates our good actions. By way of His 
ippreciation He enables us to do more good actions. 
This divine name and attribute should inspire us to 
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be appreciative of all those who help and support us. 


From Stirah 


ee 


cS) 
Sas 


aly 


Ory 


7: 


BBW 
Ve As 


ree 


=f 
* 
a 


ie 


iS 
h 
=i 


Fe 


peer eOSNE USENET SS THE ALL GREAT 


Allah thus: “The Most Exalted ALLAH'S greatness is self-evident. For all great per- 
la Ha 20: 114) In line with sons pale into nothing before Him. His greatness is by 
Subhana Rabbi al-A la” (Glory means of His perfect attributes. However, He is All 


ited Lord) in prostration, as part Great by | limself, and not because of anything. Rath- 


} Tl *\ ¢ - é om 
During prostration we place our head r, greatness and honour befit only Him. The Qur'an 


aQqy ese 


knowledgement of our surrender certs it thus: “His is the glory in the heavens and the earth. 


the Most Exalted Lord. This may He is the Most Mighty, Most Wise.” (al-Jathiyah 45: 37) 
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WATCHFUL ONE THE SUSTAINER 


verything and everyone. The entire universe BEING 


All Powerful, Allah sustains everyone and 
Its maintenance does not weary Him at all: 


everything, ensuring their growth and flourishing. 


255) He protects us against the accursed 


He sustains us in every respect, physically, spiritually, 


ind harm. Out of His vast mercy and intellectually and emotionally. We should, therefore, 


atures, He guards us. We should :pproach only Him for the development and mainte- 


ction and entrust all our pos- nce of all of our faculties. For our health, happiness 


ind well-being on every count we should earnestly 
tion of our constant protection by Allah pray to Him alone. 
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.gainst evil thoughts prompted 


turn enables us to keep following 


1 win His pleasure for entering Paradise, 


timate and abiding success. 


From Stirah 


£ 


be 
“: 


12) San 
r Attn ALLS 


= 
* 


sO 


a 


| 
Y 


aE 


Zire 
<I 


eae ao 


Xi) 


+) 


an will present t 


THE ONE WHO TAKES ACCOUNT 


PHeE Qur’an informs us: “On the Day of Judgement Al- 
efore man his record of deeds in the shape of 

1ying): Read your record; this Day you 

t of yourself.” (al-Isra’ 17: 14) As the 
Allah’s arrangement is so perfect that on 
- transparently clear and truthful record 
we will realize we are destined for His 


ird O! punishm nt 


) IT > "11 . - 
MN Our I koning on the Day of Judgement, this 


tive: “When someone asked Ibn 
Allah will call everyone to account 
he replied that as He bestows 
ae simultaneously, He will take 
COUNT as well 
We should alu 


vays bear in mind our accountability 


Hin pnlor 
1 and implore Him for His leniency and mercy: 


rHE MAGNIFIED ONE WITH POWER 


AL LAH’s magnificence 1s evident across the universe. 
We should bear this in mind all the time and try to 


gain His pleasure. All glory befits only Him 1n view 


of His magnificence. 
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MOST BOUNTIFUI 


THE EVER WATCHFUI 


the Most Bountiful, for He THe Qur’an proclaims: “Allah is watchful over every- 
Messenger, Prophet Muhammad l-Ahzab 33: 52) Being All Powerful and All 
vealed the noble Quran, Knowing, He watches all that exists. The Prophet 
- believers and blesses everyone | 


Hino 


ll 


peace be upon him) is seen acknowledging the 
ne truth in this observation regarding his followers 
Bountiful, Noble Lord as ho went astray: “And when You did recall me, You 


une the watcher over them.” (al-Ma‘idah §: 117) 


We should be ever conscious of His watching over 


This perception is effective in keeping Satan and 
ise desires at bay. 
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ntedly the Most Bountiful, for He 
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THE EVER WATCHFUL 


lHeE Qur'an proclaims: “Allah is watchful over every- 


le Messenger, Prophet Muhammad thing.” (al-Ahzab 33: 52) Being All Powerful and All 


revealed the noblem@aa Knowing, He watches all that exists. The Prophet 
< ? > 


believers and blesses everyone 


Jesus (peace be upon him) is seen acknowledging the 


same truth in this observation regarding his followers 

Bountiful. Noble Lord as who went astray: “And when You did recall me, You 
became the watcher over them.” (al-Ma idah s: 117) 

We should be ever conscious of His watching over 

us. This perception is effective in keeping Satan and 


base desires at bay. 
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THE EVER RESPONSDVE 


ALLAH responds to the call of every supplicant. The 


[HE Qur’an provides readers with this account of 


Qur’an directs the Prophet (peace be upon him) to \llah’s all-embracing rule and power: “The east and the 


ps Sc 


this challenging question to the unbelievers: 


‘Who is it Who heeds the prayers of the distressed when 
he calls out to Him and Who removes his suffering?” (al- 


Naml 27: 62 


t belong to Allah. To whichever direction you turn, you 


be turning to Allah. Allah is All-Embracing, All-Know- 
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il-Baqarah 2: 115) His knowledge, wisdom and 


rgiveness are mentioned in particular in the Quran, 


Our belief in Allah’s nearness and responsiveness omplementing His All Embracing Being. In all other 


al-Bagarah 


should make us all the more obedient and faithful 


pects too, He is boundless. We should reflect on 
to Him. Moreover, 


the above divine name should uttribute which will in turn persuade us all the 


infuse more conviction, sincerity and fervour into our ore about His greatness and glory. This will help us 


vyers to Allah. We should have the conviction that 


here to His guidance more effectively and readily. 
will respond to our prayer in the way which suits 
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mercy Allah loves us 


hu‘ayb’s directive cael 


id turn to Him in repentan 


* for man 
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ALI THE MOST LOVING 


\ll-Aware and All Embracing, Allah Our of his immense mercy Allah loves us, as is clear 
ll. His wisdom is evident from every from the Prophet Shu‘ayb’s directive: “Seek the forgive- 
of His creation in terms of its usefulness. your Lord and tur to Him in repentance. Surely my 
nse of proportion and its excellence: rd is ever Merciful, Most Loving.” (Htd 11: QO) This 
lom to His Messengers and bestows the height of our good fortune that Allah has told 
whosoever He wills. The Quran 


is that He loves us. His forgiveness, His forbearance 
sdom to those whom He wills; and nd His bestowal of numerous bounties upon us are 


dom has been indeed granted much flective of His love for us. 


I. egarding His love for man, the following account 
in its true sense, consists in lled by the Prophet (peace be upon him) is quite 
clear from this Qur’anic directive: telling: “While sitting among his Companions the 


Poni 
4VU7TTl 


upon Lugman, (directing him): 


Whoso gives thanks to Allah, does so 
Lugqman 31: 12) 


Prophet (peace be upon him) enquired them as to how 


much a mother loves her child. All of them replied 
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Chose of us blessed 
14 


it maternal love is of the highest degree imaginable. 
ilso gain the understanding of Upon this he told them that as compared to Allah’s 
lge in the broadest sense and ve for His creatures, maternal love is nominal; it 
laws and forces of nature for 


presents only a very tiny fraction of the love which 


\llah has for His creatures 


For reciprocating Allah’s abundant love for us, it 1S 


} 
444 


ling upon us to worship and serve Him and lead 
life obediently in accordance with His way. 


THE MOST GLORIOUS 


A LLAH’s being and His exalted Book, the Qur'an are 
characterized by utmost glory. The more we reflect 
upon Allah's favours and creative wonders around 
is, the better appreciation we will gain about His 
inmatched glory. 


The following Prophetic supplication pays tribute 


o His glory: 
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A) 


‘lory be to Allah Who is Most Glorious, Noblest. 
‘lory be to Allah Who is full of majesty and splendour. 


(Al-Tabarani, on the authonty of Ibn ‘Abbas) 


In recognition of His glory, we should strive hard 
win His pleasure which alone can bring about our 


ccess in both this life and the Next. 
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rHE SENDER THE WITNESS 


a 


beings, His Messengers and His Since Allah is All Knowing, All-Seeing, All-Hearing 
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vy 


is provisions and favours to everyone: ind All-Powerful, He 1s understandably the perfect 
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wo 


nts we are obliged to spread His mes vitness as well. For the Qur’an affirms that “He is a 
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ite people to His way, forbid ness to everything ” (Saba’ 34: 47) Those of us blessed 


3:95 


in the world, which will th knowledge should testify to the truth. Our day to 


Imran 


both the worlds lav life should also reflect our concern for truth. For 
imple, while acting as a witness, our loyalty should 

ly to be to truth and we should not get sw ayed by 

nv other consideration The Prophet (peace be upon 

m) is on record having branded a false tesumony > 


mayor sin. 
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iating anyone in Allah’s divinity, 


bligations towards parents, giving a 


ind uttering a false statement. 


Al-Bukhan, Kitab al-Adab) 


THE TRUTH 


rug truth embodied by Allah is evide 


faith, and His justice and guidance. For He is the source 


of truth: calls us to the same, decid 


truth. sent down His Books and Me 


nt in the Qur'an, 


es everything 1n 


ssengers in truth 


ind has created the universe 1 truth. He upholds 


ruth and obliterates falsehood. Here 


is the Prophetic 


upplication which he used to recite in tahajjud (night 


igil) prayers, invoking particularly 


Allah! All praise be to You. You are 


Allah’s trait of 


true, Your pro- 


is true, the Hellfire 1s true, Your Word is true, 
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lu truth embodied by Allah is evident in the Quran, 
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1, sent down His Books and Messengers in truth 
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has created the universe in truth. He upholds 
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1 and obliterates falsehood. Here is the Prophetic 
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) Allah! All praise be to You. You are true, Y our pro- 


ise is true, the Hellfire is true, Your Word 1s true, 


THE EXCELLENT GUARDIAN 


Prophets are trie Prose lo take Allah as the only Guardian is part of our belief 
f ire true, the Prophet k 


n him) is true and the Last MM 


llah, as is clear from this Qur’anic assertion: “(O 

iet), tell them: “He is Merciful and it is in Him that 
Bab al-Tahajjud bi al-Lay) lieve and it is in Him we put all our trust.” (al-Mulk 
29 
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[he Messengers in the Qur'an are depicted 
we must shun all 


2 
3 


posing their trust in Allah and urging believers to 


the same 


“Imran 


Tawakkul (trust in Allah) is a highly 


irable and rewarding trait which all of us should 


Al 


o develop. For it reinforces our belief in the One 


God. A sincere believer lives by this conviction 


Allah is his best guardian. This is exemplified 


Prophet’s Companions’ conduct, as reported 


From Stirah 


Qur'an: “When people said to them, “Behold, a 
as gathered around you and you should fear them,’ 


increased their faith, and they answered: *Allah is 

k hae 
t for us, and what an excellent Guardian He ts! 
Imran 3: 


THE POWERFUL 


[he Prophet (peace be upon him) referred in ALLAH is the source of all power and infuses power 
particular to this divine name 1s his supplication: 


to everyone and everything. He strengthens our 


faith, our spint and our body. The well-known 


mic liturgical formula: “la hawla wa la quwwata 


1] 


billah Al-’Ali Al- Azim” (There is no power or 
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ri 


ht other than that of the All-Great, Most Elevated 


, presses home Allah’s absolute power. For all 


al-Anfal 8: 5 


1] iendered mvself'to Vou Detanan p and support we should, therefore, turn to the All 

rr nave St enderec se ( ou, >LeVve 4 

You, reposed trust in Vou turned to You and erful Allah. The following supplication is centred 
OU, eposec( S a C 2 

rrelled for ¥ he same belief: 

ij iC it Ol 


Al-Bukhani, al-Tahajjud) 
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THE STRONG 


so strengthen my weakness in Brine Self Subsistent, Allah is strong and does not 


sure. Take my forelocks to that which <perience tiredness. His strength is evident from the 


ake Islam my ultimate good pleasure. 


} 


rfect. constant functioning of this vast universe and 


so strengthen me. fam lowly, so nforcement of His natural laws. His name Al-Matin 


| am poor, so enrich me th 


Strong) underscores His incessant strength, con- 
[Aba Dawud, al-Salat] 


sl 


nr 


tantly at work without ever getting weary. The same 
uth features in the Quranic Ayat Al-Kurst (the verse 


rarding Allah’s dominion): “His dominion overspreads 


al-Dhariyat 


eavens and the earth and their upholding does not wea- 
Him.” (al-Baqarah 2: 255) 
For attaining strength we should draw upon Him. 
reover, whenever enjoying authority we should 


ihwavs humble towards Allah, Who alone is All 


rong 
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THE GUARDIAN 


[HI Qur an asks: “(Are the unbelievers so foolish that) 


they have chosen others rather than Allah as their guardi- 


an? Yet it is Allah Who ts the Protector and the Guard- 


in, and Who resurrects the dead and Who has power 
r everything.” (al-Shura 42: 9) We are given the 
omforting assurance: “Allah is the Guardian of those 
ieve.” (Al Imran 3: 68) 
As a result, we must surrender ourselves wholly 
to Him and have conviction about His love for us, 


1 


rularly reciting this supplication: 
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Guardian of Islam and its community! Grant 
le peace ind security until I meet You. 


(Abu Dawud, Imaralhi) 


60 
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ic significance of this divine name is evident from 


y Qur’anic passage explains why Allah deserves all 


THE MOST PRAISEWORTHY 


first word of the opening Strah of the Quran 
ich commences thus: “Praise be to Allah, the Lord 


worlds:” (al-Fatihah 1: 1). Likewise, the follow- 


i/l praise be to Allah, the Lord of the heavens 


the earth, the Lord of the worlds. His is the glory in 


al-Bagarah 


heavens and the earth. He is the Most Mighty, Most 
e.” (al-Jathiyah 45: 36-37) The Quran instructs us: 
is Allah. There is no god but He. His is the praise in 
vorld and in the Hereafter. His is the command and to 


n will all of you be returned.” (al-Qasas 28: 70) 
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Leferences to Hamd (praise) to Allah and Al-Hamid 
lah being the Most Praiseworthy) feature in the sal- 
t (invocation of blessing) which is recited in Prayers 

in the Hajj invocation. The Prophet's following 


jjud supplication too, is permeated with His praise: 


cha 
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THE ONE WHO KEEPS RECORD 


only is Allah All-Knowing and All-Seeing, He 


everything recorded. The Qur’an remarks: “A 


ement 


shall come upon people on the Day when Allah 
raise them all to a new life and will inform them of their 

Allah has recorded it all while they have forgotten 
\llah is a witness to everything.” (al-Mujadalah 58: 


Likewise, we are told about our record of deeds 


al-Mujadalah 58:6 


ich will be presented before Allah on the Day of 
You. You are the Self Sub- lgment 


On going through it man will exclaim: 
; 
ind on the earth and of all 


e to us! What a record is this! It leaves nothing, big o1 
All praise is for You. You are 


but encompasses it.” (al-Kahf 18: 49) We should, 


yvens and the earth and oftall these refore, take special care about our actions in order 


All praise 1s for You. You are the 
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void embarrassment and loss in the Afterlife. 
ind the earth and of all those who 


for You. You are true and 


Al-Bukhari, al- Tahajjud) 


THE ONE WHO COMMENCES 


ALLAH'S greatness consists in His having created 


verything without anything In its pre-existent form 


in the creation of all that He created. 

eation of man from clay.” (al-Sajdah 

Nothing exists on its own; it is only He Who 
erything into being. We should bow in ado- 


ition to 


our Supreme and Unique Creator. 


THE ONE WHO RESTORES 


LAH announces: “He it is Who creates, for the first 


ind He it is Who will create again.” (al-Burty 85: 13) 
is underscores His perfect knowledge and power. 
the Makkan unbelievers at the time of the Proph- 
nd for atheists today, His raising the dead to life 


irs incredible! Yet, as He created everything in 


first place, it is of course, easy for Him to repeat 


ume. We should have conviction in the Afterlife 


rt of our sincere belief in Allah. 
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THE ONE WHO GIVES LIFE 


THE ONE WHO CAUSES DEATH 


Pe eo 


s stressed throughout the Qur’an that Allah causes As the master of life and death, Allah tells us: “How 


nd death. Reference here is to life in a very broad ou deny Allah, Who bestowed life upon you when you 


At places, the Qur’an draws our attention to ifeless. Then He will cause you to die and will again 
common spectacle evident to all of us: how He 


28 


: you back to life so that you may be returned to Him.” 
ives dead land which yields growth in no time. This 
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Baqarah 2: 28) Reference is to man’s pre-life state 


; 


-rsuade us of His creative wonders, especially | his resurrection after death. 


> 


3y the same token, He will raise the 


In recognition of the same truth, the Prophet (peace 
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1 on the Day of Judgement for His rec koning. We Ipon him) taught us the following sup 
d 


plication 
irnestly pray to Allah for reviving our faith, 


h should be recited when we get up: 
pirit 
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praise be to Allah Who brought ys back to lit 
: : oulite 
causing our death. 


(Al-Tirmidhi, Kitay 
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al-Da awiat) 


THE EVER LIVING THE SELF-SUBSISTING 


ALL life in the universe is owing to Allah. For it is He [H1s divine name emphasizes Allah’s uniqueness and 


ss . 
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lone Who grants and sustains life. This name figures ipremacy and underlines His eternal being. On the 


of Judgement “all faces shall be humbled before the 
vhich stresses Allah’s absolute power. We are directed r-Living, Self-Subsisting Lord”. 


prominently in Ayat Al-Kurst (al-Baqarah 2: 255) 


(Ta Ha 20: 111) 
to invoke Him, using this name: “He is the Ever Living. 


~> 
iw 


Vhile all living beings are mortal, He being the Self- 


Ther no god but He. So call upon Him, making your bsisting has always been and will be there as the 


lusive to Him”. (al-Mu’min 40: 65) r-Living 


al-Baqarah 2: 225 


Whenever faced with a crisis, the Prophet (peace 
upon him) used to address Allah with this name, as 


vident from the following Hadith reports: 
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Ever-Living One, the Self-Subsisting One! | 


oke Your mercy. 


(Ahmad/Ibn Hibban, Al-Mawarid) 
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4H tells the Prophet (peace be upon him) in the 
“(CQ Muhammad), when My servants ask you 


tell them I am quite near, IT hear and answet 


rey talaite Re 
AN DY ee aed. Il of the caller whenever he calls Me.” (al-Bagarah 2: 


£O ° 


A lah’s closeness 15 pressed home in the following 


ith: “Abu Musa al-Ash ari reports that as some 
© the Ever-Living One, the Self-Subsisting One, ! ba Musa I 
) : ymp way to the Khyber battle, recitec 
‘nvoke Your mercy. Do not leave me to mvself even panions, on the way t : 
d Wa >} (f rez he Pro yhet tolc 
for the twinkling of thereve 1. Allahu Akbar (Allah 1s Gre it), the | 


\\-Tirmidhi, Kitab Al-Da ‘awat) ‘We are comforted by the Quran assertion that 


mercy 1s close to those who do good. (al-A rat 


6) Since He 1s All-Hearing; Alj-Seeing and Ever 


ponsive, His neariess to humankind iS plausible. 
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rHE GLORIOUS THE ONE GOD 


-vident in that He is Matchless [HE belief in the One True God is central to the Is- 


following P ; Z : 
he following Prophetic supplication nic belief system. This conviction keeps us away from 


1 : ; 
celebrate His glory ociating anyone or, anything, with Him. Allah’s 
eness is emphasized throughout the Quran in a 


riety of ways. This true belief in Allah’s unicity will 


Pie et 
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p us attain deliverance on the Day of Judgement. 
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Several Ahadith direct us to reinvigorate our faith 


= 
al -Baqarah 


reciting the supplications taught by the Prophet 


ice be upon him). 
Glory be to Allah Who embodies all honour. Glory be 


2 } 
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to Allah Who is full of majesty and exaltation. Glory ay ds lds s| Ja) a) dbo Vesey abl YW] autly 
] me, 


be to Allah Who is Most Glorious, Noblest. Glory be 


id mera inet Ole 
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Allah, full of majesty and splendour : we, U Dee y lc 
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on the authority of Ibn Abbas) 
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re 18 no god besides Allah. He does not have any 


tner. For Him is the kingdom and for Him is all 


> 70 ¢ 
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has power Over eV erything. O Allah, any 


o that I or anyone else of Your creation possess 


ic morning is from You alone, You have no partner. 


All praise and all thanks are due to You. 


(Abu Dawud, « 4|-Adab) 
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THE ONE 


_AHAD represents the uniqueness of the One True 


God, while Al-Wahid refers to His indivisible whole- 


cs and oneness ‘had is used for Allah in the sense 


at 


He is One and Unique mm every respect, Who has 


connection whatsoever W ith plurality. That is why 


id is used 1n Arabic exclusively for Allah. Accord- 


Jy. in Sarah Al-Ikhlas the divine name Al-Ahad 1s 


d in the above sense- “Say, He 1s Allah, the One and 
ique {..-| and none 1s comparable to Him.” (al-Ikhlas 


1 and 4) 


In view of the importance of this divine attribute, 


words and deeds should reflect only monotheism, 


thout even an 10ta of polytheism. Our sincere 


nmitment to the One True God may help us attain 


pleasur e 


as 


al-Ikhl 
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THE UNIQUE 


WE learn from Sirah al-Ikhlas that Allah is unique 


in the sense 


that He is not in need of anyone, while 


in need of Him. His uniqueness is self= 
is of birth, life and death. He has 


sted before He brought anyone or thing 
OI 


caused it to die. Nor is there anyone 


le to Him in the remotest degree. 


Ps 


ALL POWERFUI 


DerRIVED from the Quranic verse: “Allah has the 


r to what He wills” (al-Mursalat 77: 23), this divine 
me should make us realize that the All-Powerful 


created and set everything according to His pre- 


lained scheme (taqdir), All that we get, ranging 


m food and money to our life span, has already 
n determined by Him out of His infinite wisdom. 

should, nonetheless, pray to Him for what we 
nt. We should also strengthen our conviction that 


one other than Allah can take away what He has 


reed for us. 


al-Mursalat vp) 
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MIGHTY IN POWER 


form of 1/-Qadii Accordingly, the 
verses employing this expression 


to His might in seizing everyone 


the King: “Thereupon We seized them 


Viost Mighty, the Most Powerful” 
ind “where they will be honourably 
1 King, Mighty in Power’. (al- 

w of His exalted status we are 


ind obey Him. 


THE WARNER 


[HE Qur’an describes clearly how Allah deals with 
in: “I have warned you. My Word does not change. No1 
I inflict the least wrong upon My servants.” (Qaf so: 
29 
[Through His books and Messengers sent by Him 
wn the ages, in almost all parts of the world, Allah 
; warned people against the dire consequences of not 
epting faith. His message has remained consistently 
same: Worship and serve the One True God. 
May Allah enable all of us to pay attention to His 


mings. 
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THE ONE WHO DEFERS 


of His infinite wisdom Allah most often defers © Allah! You are the First and the Last. There 1s no 
ishing the guilty Other instances in point are the ‘od besides You. There 1s nO POWST or authority ¢X- 
+ effects of things, and reward and punishment for ept Yours. 
ctions. His deferring of certain things is part of His (Al-Darimi, Bab al-Dut @’) 
der scheme. The absence of immediate recom- 
nse for our misdeeds should not be misinterpreted in 

<ense that we can get away. | te defers His decision 

up to a point of time. In our case, death 1s the 


‘nus after which we cannot improve our record of 


This should make us all the more careful about 


ement which is immunent, though we may 


{ ntl ewarded Ol punished. 
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THE FIRST 


precedes everyone and everything. Others 


only in relation to Him being the First One. As 


one has to return to Him, He stands out as the 


ind Foremost One. 


The Prophet (peace be upon him) taught this 


plication to his daughter, I 


ial mention of Him as the 


the seven heavens and 0 


ire our Lord and of our everythi1 


atimah, which makes a 


first: 


€ the mighty 


1g. You 
re) 


revealed the Torah, the Gospel and the Quran. You 
plit the grain and kernel of fruit, I seek refuge in You 
om the evil of any who possesses €V il. Itis You Who 
will restrain him by the forelock. You are the First 
ne: there is nothing before You. 


(Al-Tirmidhi, Kitab al-Da awat) 


THE LAS! 


LAH is the Last One, 1n that everyone has to return split the grain and kernel of fruit, I seek refuge in You 


Him. He is the Last in the sense of being the Eternal from the evil of any who possesses evil. Itis You Who 


Ever Lasting. Reference to this excellent | will restrain him by the forelock. You are the First 
‘me of Allah occurs 1n the following supplication | one: there is nothing before You. You are the Last 
ught by the Prophet (peace be upon him) to his one: there is nothing after You. 


laughter, Fatimah (Al-Tirmidhi, Kitab al-Da awat) 
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f the seven heavens and of the mighty 
; sett , You 
‘u are our Lord and of our eV erything- 


Forah, the Gospel and the Quran. You 
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THE MANIFEST 


ALLAH’S creative wonders and truth are manifest 
everywhere, open to everyone. All that exists serves 
1s a sign and manifestauon oO! His being, His power 
ind His knowledge. Moreover, He lavishes manifest 
bounties upon us. The Qur'an points to the same: 
Allah has subjected to your 

in the heavens and on the earth and has 

stowed upon you His bounties, both visible 


Luqman 31: 20) 


THE HIDDEN 


rue meaning of this divine name is elucidated by 


this Qur’anic verse: “No visual perception can encompass 


Him, even though He encompasses all visual perception.” 
il-An ‘am 6: 103) He bestows upon us inner bounties 


vhich illuminate our souls. 


al-Hadid $7:3 
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THE MOST HIGH THE MOST BENIGN 


THe Qur’an designates Allah as: “the Supreme One, For His numerous favours to us and His provision 
the Most High’. (al-Ra‘d 13: 9) Since He excels over of Paradise for us, Allah must be taken as the Most 


evervone. He must be taken as the Most High. At Benign. Other manifestations of the same are: His 


places, the Qur’an says that He is far above the un- sending down of the Qur'an and the Prophet Mu- 


believers’ associating others as partners with Him, or hammad (peace be upon him). Through our word 


their ascribing baseless things to Him or their saying 1nd deed we should thank Him for His tremendous 


things about Him which do not befit Him. He, being kindness to us. 


<= 


the Most High, is indeed far above their fabrications. 


As His servants we should be in awe of the Most 


et 


eS 


High and serve Him with utmost humility. 
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RELENTING 


less mercy Allah forgives us. The 


is Who accepts repentance from 


ins and knows all what you do.” 


42: 25) Nonetheless, our repentance should 


If) 


ere, marked by our conviction 


Wrong 


Allah’s excellent promise of re- 


TT 


should immediately utilize 


er for the 


repentance. 


Next Life. 


It will 


moral and spiritual elevation and 


THE ONE WHO INEBFLICTS RETRIBUTION 


BEING Just and All Powerful, Allah exacts retribution, 


is He tells: “We sent Messengers before you [O Prophet 


Viuhammad], to their respective nations, and they brought 


ear signs to them. Then We took vengeance upon those 


ho acted wickedly. It was incumbent upon Us to come to 


the aid of the believers.” (al-Riim 30: 47) We should 


‘ek always Allah’s protection against His retribution. 


al-A ‘raf 7: 136 
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THE ALL RELENTING 


SINCE Allah is Most Forgiving, He teaches us to for- 
give others. (al-A ‘raf 7: 199) Islam stands for compas- 
sion, mutual love and sincere cooperation. 

‘A’ishah re ports that the Prophet (peace be upon 
him) had taught her this supplication to be recited on 
the last ten blessed nights of Ramadan: 

; , ; de a’- Site Ay 4 
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O Lord! You are All Relenting, the Noblest. Y, 
forgiving. So forgive me 


Al-Tirmidhi, Kitab al-Da awat) 


THE ONE BULL OF GENTLENESS 


\LLAH’S gentleness towards His creatures is universal. 


cutting across all boundaries. He is gentle to even 
those who openly rebel against Him. His bounties. 
sustenance and concern for their success in the Next 


Life are reflective of His abundant gentleness. We 


hould draw upon His gentleness and as thanksgiving 


e should adhere to the way of life prescribed by 
Him. 


al-Bagarah 2:14 
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LORD OF ALI 


DOMINION 


Nort only is Allah the King, He is truly the King ofall 
Kings. For all dominion belongs solely to Him. And 
His wnt prevails everywhere 

his divine appellation establishes His omnipotence 
ind supremacy. All pale into insignificance in com-= 
parison to Him. He is simply matchless, unrivalled in 
His stre ngth ind power. 

We should surrender wholly to the Lord of all 


dominion and seek His mercy 


[He Qur'an states this truth for our reflection: “All 
that is on earth will perish, only the Being of your Lord, 
full of majesty and splendour will endure.” (al-Rahman 
55: 27) We are accordingly asked to glorify Him. We 


should not suffer from any delusion of greatness, no 


matter how many favours are bestowed upon us. For 


true power, greatness and glory belong only to Allah. 
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THE ONE WHO ACTS JUSTLY 


rHROUGHOUT the Qur'an we are exhorted to act 
justly. It is plainly stated that Allah does not love the 
unjust. Rather, He will punish them badly. He sent 
down His Scriptures and Messengers for establishing 
ind promoting justice It is binding upon us to profess 


und enjoin justice 


THE ONE WHO GATHERS 


Nor only has Allah provided minerals, plants, animals 


and human beings on the planet earth, He will gather 


all on the Day of Judgement: “Our Lord! One Day You 
will gather all mankind together, the Day about which there 
is no doubt. Surely Allah never goes against His promise.” 


Al ‘Imran 3: 9) 


We should always be ready for death and our 


accountability to Allah on the Day of Judgement. 


9 


5 


‘Imran 


Al 
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AGL SUEFELCTENED 


THE Quran informs us that: “Allah does not stand 


inyone in the whole universe.” (Al Imran 3: 


97) He 


keeps lavishing His bounties on everyone. 
Likewise, 


He answers the prayers of those in need 


of Him. On reflection it is realized that all of us, no 


I) 


utter how well placed some of us might be, badly 


need others for meeting our basic needs. However, 
Allah being Unique and All-Powerful is such that 


He does not need anyone. Even, worshipping and 


ing Him, which is emphasized much in Islam, is 


ll Iie 


eded by Him. He has prescribed it only 


t for us in order to ascertain as to who obeys 


THE ONE WHO ENRICHES 


ALLAH promised Muslims in the Quran: “If the) 


believers) are poor, Allah will enrich them out of His 
bounty.” (al-Nur 24: 32) This promise came true, as 
Muslims gained control over major parts of the world 
in a short space of time. His enriching is not related 
only to material resources; it covers also spiritual and 
emotional reinforcement. We should pray to Allah 
for lavishing His grace upon us which will enrich us 


both materially and spiritually. 
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THE ONE WHO GIVES 


AH promises pious believers 1s for those who are 
Paradise as long as the heavens 
iless your Lord should will othenwise. 


Hud 11: 108) Allah 


| eny in un nding gift +; 
us in abundance a variety of things in this life 
will provid 


vide even more in Paradise. 


We should thank and serve our Gracious Lord 


ho keeps bestowing His bounties on us 


THE ONE WHO FORBIDS 


IN His capacity as the Lord Who Knows best what is 
in our interest, He has forbidden certain food items 
ind sins 

[The Prophet (peace be upon him) used to offer 
this supplication after every Prayer: 


Fea Teo pred lg oo pcan a | pl 
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O Lord! There is no one to stop from what You give 
ind there is no one to give what You stop. Nor can 
inyone besides You give any benefit 


(Al-Bukhari, Fr Sifat al-Salat) 
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BENEFICENT 


crystal clear on the point that it is Allah 


fits or harms man: “Who can be of any 


Allah 


7h 


iH} 


Prophet 


\llah 


OUNnTK 
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if He should intend to cause you 


on you any benefit.” (al-Fath 48: 


peace be upon him), despite 


1 position, has “no power to benefit or harm” 
others. (al-A raf 7: 188) In view of His 


lone is in a position to shower 


which He wills 


Cl 


*king 


ill that 


VN 
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us from approac hing anyone oth- 


favours. We should implore 


> rie ed 


THE LIGHT 


lHe Qur'an provides this admirable description of 


Allah Whose Being is otherwise hard to comprehend: 
‘llah is the light of the heavens and the earth. His light 
in the universe) may be likened to a niche wherein is a 
lamp, and the lamp is in the crystal which shines in star-like 
It is lit from (the oil) of a blessed olive tree that is 


neither eastern nor western. Its oil well-nigh glows forth (of 


; 
4) 


itself) though no fire touched it. Light upon light.” (al-Nut 
4: 35) The Qur'an designates faith, guidance and 
truth as light. In view of the association of light with 
Allah, the Prophet’s following supplication contains a 


refrain like reference to light 


gO 
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THE GUIDE 


A LLAH’S guidance for us is at various levels: 


“He gives everything its form and then guides it.” (Ta 
Ha 20: 50) What is meant is that after creating 


each being on a certain pattern Allah teaches 


s 


: > yuld function and fulfil the 
ight in my heart, light in my tongue, each how they should functic : 


pose of their creation. As a result, fish swim 
hearing, light in my sight, light behind me, purpose of their creation. As a rest ae 


“me, light above me and light below and birds fly 


al-Fanhah 


magnify my light. Indeed he whom You He sends down Messengers “who guide people by 


ken under Your custody shall not be humiliated. His command”. (al-Sajdah 32: 24) 

igainst whom You have declared enmity {llah’s guidance to His way is for those who strive 

might in His cause.” (al- Ankabit 29: 69) This is a par- 
Aba Dawud, Kitab Al-Salat) 


ticularly great assurance for us. Provided we sin- 


From Stirah 


cerely serve His cause, He will constantly open 


new avenues for guidance. At each step He will 
instruct us about the ways through which we 


can achieve His good pleasure. 


THE GUIDE 


ALLAH’S guidance for us is at various levels: 


(1 “He gives everything its form and then guides it.” (Ta 


Ha 20: 50) What is meant is that after creating 


each being on a certain pattern Allah teaches 


5 


1 my heart. licht in mvitonee each how they should function and fulfil the 
; ime Too =, d = ee) : 


ight in my sight, light behind me, purpose of their creation. As a result, fish swim 


ight above me and light below and birds fly. 


my light. Indeed he whom You 


al-Fatihah 


He sends down Messengers “who guide people by 


custody shall not be humiliated. His command”. (al-Sajdah 32: 24) 


J aae 
izainst whom You have declared enmity 


“Allah’s guidance to His way is for those who strive 
nl r| ; 


in His cause.” (al- Ankabut 29: 69) This is a par- 
Aba Dawud, Kitab Al-Salat) 


ticularly great assurance for us. Provided we sin- 
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cerely serve His cause, He will constantly open 
new avenues for guidance. At each step He will 
instruct us about the ways through which we 


can achieve His good pleasure. 


Seeking His guidance 1s thus incumbent on us. While 


reciuin 


we implore Him 


vhnomn 


¢ Surah al-Fatihah in each rak ‘ah of our Prayer 


“Guide us to the straight way, the way 


You have favoured, who did not incur Your 


ik 


t astray.” (al Fatihah 1: $—7) 


THE ORIGINATOR 


ALLAH is not only the Creator but, also, the Ong- 


inator of all that exists. For He brought everything 


into being out of nothing. This calls for our greater 
ippreciation of His creative wonders visible in and 


i1round ourselves. 


J-Bagarah 2 
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THE ONE WHO REMAINS 


WHILE all are subject to death, Allah alone will 
remain forever. The Qur'an presents this truth: “All 
ish, only the being of Your Lord, full 
ur, will endure.” (al-Rahman 55: 
One manifestation of His uniqueness is that 

He has always existed and will continue so for ever. 
This should alert us to our bmef life and our 
ultimate return to Him. He will decide our fate on 


basis of our actions 


THE OWNER 


ALLAH is the true Owner of all that exists. We draw 
temporarily on what we possess. We, however, leave 
behind everything when we die. It is only Allah Who 
ultimately OWNS CV erything. 

Given this, we should regard ourselves only as 


trustees of our belongings and give out of these what 


is due to the poor and the needy. Allah, being the real 


Master and Owner, will call us to account regarding 


our belongings 


Prom Stirah 
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believers, as is stated in the Qur'an: 


ou and has embellished it 


nd has made unbelief and evil doing and 


rent to you. Such are those who are rightly 


Hujurat 49 
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passage is like 


a mirror in which we 


our conduct and assess how much we 


guidance 


THE PATIENT 


luis is amply borne out by both the Quran and 


Hadith that Allah graciously puts up with numerous 


despicable and outrageous forms of polytheism. As He 


is All-Powerful, He can obliterate the guilty in no 


time. Yet, He keeps granting them respite so that they 


may mend their ways and return to the straight way in 


their own interest. 


Allah is the source of granting patience to man. 


Phe Qur’an directs Muslims: “Believers, be steadfast and 


vie in steadfastness, stand firm in your faith, and hold Allah 


in fear that you may attain true success’. (Al Imran 
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Excellent Names and Attributes of Allah 


Page Transliterated Names Arabic Names 
Allah 
Al-Rahman 
Al-Rahim 
Al-Malik 
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Al-Mu’min 
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A\-Bart 


Al-Muntaqim 


Al- Afuww 
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